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Brest, Finisterre. 
December 5,1918. 


Dearest Sweetheart and Folks, 

I sent you all a wire to-day, via. the Alexanders. I hope you 
have been receiving the two or three that I have dispatched since I. have 
been stationed here. For most of the time I have been on the qui vive 
to go home. My good friend Bishop Brent has been working on the job too, 
and now we think we have it all sewed up. I am hoping and praying that 
it may work out undisturbed by accidents in’the shape of changed orders. 
This army is not a\very certain place. There seems to be no compunction 
on the part of the higher powers which ordér our little world, to change 
very nice orders into very disgusting “orders right off the bat without 
taking the matter up with us at all. My good old fat friend Colonel Megill 
Dlew into town some days ago, his face wreathed with smiles because he 
Was carrying around in his pocket an order to goto the States, but he 
did never set his foot upon the’ deck of any steamer, for the quick footed 
telegraph beat him to it, his orders were changed and he heavy-footed it 
back inland to some more jobs on this side. But the outfit to which I 
have been assigned is under orders) to go to the States. Further than that 
they are on their way to the coast to get.on theiboat. I am) to go to, meet 
them before long now, and I really nave great hopes D.V. of being with 
you on Christmas Day. As 1 figure things out we ought to get there by 
that time. It will mean pretty good going, but With no interruptions it 
does not take so very long to go a good way. I guess I am going to be Here 
almost exactly six months, and. so, will’ rate a gold stripe on my sleeve. 
tL am due this distinctive badge on next Saturday a week. ) 

Dr. Warfield sent me a letter of introduction to Dr. E.,Doumergue 
the great history professor of Montaubon. I knew I would not get down , 
there this trip, so’I’ sent the ‘letter on with as nice a one, of my own, as 
I could put .together, asking him for,a Little dope@)on his) seminary. To-day 
I had the further good fortune to have a talk with a Methodist preacher 
of France. He has been acting as an interpreter during the war. He is a 
man of rather excentional ability, I take it. His father was aman of 
prominence in Protestant circles in Paris, his father-in-law had a good 
bit to do with the passage of the Separation Law of 1905 which put the 
Roman Church out of business here. He has himself studied in several 
places, and had a number of charges about France... He is still studying 
history and has written five little essays during the war. 'He told me a 
lot of interesting things about the conditions here, and about the various 
semineries. It appears that the Montaubon faculty is sort of a "Princeton" 
crowd while the Paris faculty has more what we should call, "Union" ten- 
dencies. But it is not altogether liberal. My friend is rather inclined 
to be Evangelical, and advised my going to Monteubon, at least for a 
sharter, should I come over here to study. I pumped him as to expenses 
and all the details’ that I could; think of. It seems that seminaries here 
are about as they ere at home. The fees are little of nothing,’ and the 
only expenses are for living. 

He agreed with me heartily that this was a great time to start 
something in the way of an aggressive campaign for Evangelical Christian— 
ity in France. The moral condition of the country is worse than at the 
beginning of the war. Along with the rest of the country, the Protestant 
communions have lost in some cases as high as half of their young men, 
This includes their theological students too. Unless ‘they get some help 
from outside, they will be worse off than ever before. The Roman Church 
can send in priests from other countries, whereas that is not so easy to 
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do among us Protestants. I suggested the advisibility of having some kind 
of a conference betveen the French Protestants and all these myriad rel- 
igious leaders that we have over here now. Dr. Maitland Alexander is to be 
here in Brest efter the first of the year to stay for some months’ and 
work up the religious side of things among the vast numbers of men who 
will be going through here. I shall miss seeing him. I am sorry he has 
not been here while I have, for I should have enjoyed working along with 
him for a while. I might have been able to help him in some’ small way. 
Just now both he and Dr. Stevenson are floating around "at the front”, 
wherever that place may be now. The present religious work director for 
the Y.M. is another Dr.Stevenson, Presbyterian from California. I reckon 
Fox must know him.’ rieldmouseface will be interested to learn that he 
assisted at the ordination of the classmate of mine whose name,was Hallen;, 
beck, the funny little fat chap, whose clothes were always so rather un- 
clerical of cut. Imam going to try to have this,Pastor Guiton meet him, 
along with Bishop Barrett, a Methodist Right Reverend, and let him yell 
them a few things that ought ‘to interest them greatly. I have, the French- 
man also enthoused over writing an article, which’)I will pass on to our 
friend Dr. Kennedy#for the Presbyterian. I. really, think it would, be a 
thing worth considering by the Foreign Mission Boards of our Church, namely 
the possibility of sending preachers over to France, men with plenty of 
pep who could become able to preach the Gospel in French to these poor 
folks here. They arc interested aut disgusted with the Roman camouflage, 
but they often do mot know that there is anything else in the worid that 
is Christian, except the Roman scheme of things. In many cases they very 
frankly turn to atheism or whatever else their mind encounters; deeming it 
better to be nothing than Christian if Christian means) Roman Catholic. 
Pastor Guiton said he eften found himself more in) accord with some of 
these political freé-thinkers and radicals than hé@ would have supposed, 
simply because they were on the right track, altnough ignorant of. the 
contents of a true faith. 

But my part in all this New Reformation is: exceedingly doubtful. 
If there is some vacant flock of the Lord's sheep straying around the 
States who are on the look-out for a first class shepherd, I fear I shall 
be only too happy to go and watch over them. There.are some things about 
spending some more time studying here that appeal to me, and other things 
that do not strike me so strongly. I am tired of French food and French 
houses. The pretty, clean, home-like houses of the States look very good 
to me at this writing. But in a place like Montaubom the living conditions 
will be much pleasanter. They have not felt the bite of war as they have 
im the north and east of the country. it is warmer and more delightful 
also, if I am to believe the impression I have of that part of France, from 
what I have heard and read. Furthermore, it is right in a most interesting 
section of France from the point of view of Protestant history. There 
would be the opportunity to study under Doumergue, who is a kind of 
glorified Warfield, more learned and greater, but certainly not more 
delightful. As Dr. Warfield said in his letter, Doumergue has written 
gome ponderous tomes about Calvin, the standard history in fact, and 
then mirabile dictu he knows more than he wrote down. He would give me @ 
zest and atart in my favorite line of history thet would mean a lot all 
the rest of my Life, It would mean getting a firm hold on Freneh, seeing 
a lot of France, perhaps going along the Mediterranean, and perhaps getting 
over to the Holy Lend on an excup&ion. I think if some wealthy nut would 
Leave me ten thousand dollars, I would put it in this way. Fox and Bunny 
would have to get a Sabbatical year to spend with us on our tour of the 
Holy Land. Then we would come back to the States and settle down ina 
church. I wénder if I would be any good in a chureh after a year more 
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spent in study and travel. The price is really the main draw-back to any 
enterprise of this) kind. The fellowship of Princeton Seminary, while very 
nice in its way wold hardly support even myself aione in any very lengthy — 
period of study abroad. It must have been invented in the halcyan days fi 
of yore when it was dirt cheap living «broad, M think tt, is still cheaper 
than the States, but $600.00 is not such a very large sum over here just 
now , that is not Zf you contemplate doing very mush or keeping it up very 
long. 
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But this®paucity of funds may be the Lord's way of steering me 


‘into jsome good pargsh at home, where I can get busy and live for fifteen 


years without leaving the country 2% all. In manyoways such @ lot looks: 
good to me. The quict routine life has many compensations, but my small 
experiences at trying out of way things has rather gone to prove that 
the reminiscences’ are rather worth while, although you have a aqualm or 
two as you start emd while you are at it. Perhaps wien we gather around 
the council table at home and when the story of the war has been told, 
there will be found come adequate solubion to ‘the problem. Tat oer els 
a good field open there I fear, however , that the problem will be all 
solved for me. ya | 
Tie hour ig now arrived for all good men to go to bed. There 

is no particular réeson for my doing. so, beaause there is no reason for 
getting up in the morning, because work is altogether slack here now. 
There is a superfluity of preachers. almost. The: Yui. does everything 
that can be done in the way of providing amusements and good things to 
eat for the men. The hut they have here near me, is being overhauled and 
is not yet finished vith certain little rooms where one could hold Bible 
élasses, so /that gop. work nas tow be, Left. « eke (is Persea eh AEN CN I 
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Bouguenais, Loire Inferieur, 
December 29, 1918. 


Dearest "Home Sweet Home",- | | 
Still we linger in the suburts of the ancient and interesting city of 
Nantes. On Christmas Day word came along that we ought to be on the move in 
a few days. That wes fine. I think it ig true and the regiment will go to the 
boat before another Sabbath day. I say the regiment, because day before yesterday 
the Base Chaplain at St.Nazaire dropped in to see me, and said that he had the 
general order to abstract all chaplains from orgenizations passing through the 
port for home and keep them over here for duty. That was a bombshell indeed. He 
seemed to take a fiendish delight in passing on the news. He said if I did not 
want to be stopped I had better get G.Hy. on the job for sure. This I did. I 
was assigned to this outfit for the express purpose of going home with them. 
The transport proposition I found out from this chaplain is permanently off. They 
are work rll it from the U.S. end. Now they have some wild idea that they need a 
great many chaplains here. I have a huneh that Bishop Brent and his office is 
trying to keep us here until he can whip into shape some kind of a corps and get 
it safely into the hands of some R.C. or Anglican as the King pin. My own hope 
is that I can get him to work for me again and get authority to slide me past the 
tocks of St.Nazaire and out to sea. Chaplain Yates who left Brest with me, happened 
to go to the 52nd C.A.C. which actually sailed last week. I happened to come to 
this outfit which has been slower. The general hold-up order for chaplains only 
went through a few days ago. It looks as if I was playing into hard luck on my 
setting home plens, but I still have hopes that I can get past. They will all 
hear my voice raised in strenuous terms if I) get caught now after all these 
perigrinations taken for the sole object of getting away from fair vrance. I was 
mightily put out not to get to you for Christmas, but when that wes impossible 
I became reconciled to my lot. Only I do not want you dear Folks to grieve over the 
delay. It is part of the army game. I think after a bit there will be 4 yell from 
your side of the water which will start things along. It would be unbecoming in 
me while an officer in the service to criticize that service. So I will make no 
comnents. But when I become just a humble citizen end bhp I may then soeak my 
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But barring the personal and sdibinental reasons which make me wish I 
could hurry home, this stay in Nentes hes been very ate of interest. I have. al- 
ways wanted to see this city, which has been familiar to me by its "Kdict™ of many 
years ago. A lot of other tuings took place here, pu aie during the days of 
the French Revolution. I have been diligently reading a book by « French historian 
who write most readable sketches of particular events of that epoch. His name in 
@.Lenotre. There was once a group here who were called the "Drowners”. They drowned 
some eight thousand royalists, clericals, and peasants out here in the Loire in 
all kinds of ways. I read the book end ti en look up the localities in the town. 

Of course many of the old builtings are still standing just about as they were 
in those days. Then there is the prison tower where Bluebeard was confined, and 
the room where Anne of Brittany was born, the suite of apartments that she occupied 
as duchess. She married Charles the Seventh in 1491 and Louis XII in 1499. In the 
old cathedrel of St.Pierre is the tomb of Francis II last of the reigning dukes 
of Brittany. In the miseum is the little golden reliquary where for many generations 
there was preserved the heart of Anne. 4A sedan chair of Louis XV is there with no 
end of other things. I went on three trips through these different places with groups 
of the men whom we sent on pass to see them. I lmow I shall always be glad that I have 
seen all this when once I get back and have the opportunity to reminiss. 

Most of the days here are very wet. it does not become very cold, but a great 
deal of rain falls. It is misty, foggy, and damp all the time. his has its bad side 
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but on the whole I do not think that I mind it very much. the grass is very green and 
the trees are covered with buds which will probably start to come out before very long. ~ 
i hope I am not here to see them come. Our regiment is located in two little towns not 
over two miles apart. In the lower town nearer Nantes the men are housed in what used 
to be a seminary. Whether it was for the education of priests of lay folk, men or 
women 1 do not know. The French used it for,a barracks after the war began, than I 
think we had a hospital there for a little while, and now it is a barracks for our 
men, It is a pretty good place on the whole. there is a big old chapel where they used 
to go to church. It is mostly full of bunks now, but as we have never put any men in , 
there to sleep, I have had the opportunity to use the room for entertainments and for 
church, The alter is dismantled and all the “sacred” articles taken away. I reckon 
the shades of some of the old: priests ought to haunt me for ever daring to be seen in 
it. 

Yesterday evening I sewed on a service stripe of gold braid on my left arm. 
I landed in Srest on the 27th of June last, and six months were up the day after Christ- 
mas. I certainly not not want to stay for that length of time, but since I did I am very 
glad to wear the stripe. The wound chevron is just like this only it is worn on the 
richt arm. I do NOT wear one of them. Wel!, 1 hope before long to get out of this 
military life and relapse into civilian aitire. I think I shall wear one of those soft 
shirts (if Bunny floes not have a fit) justi for contrast to this high collar. I have a 
new suit by the way. I stopped in Paris tice in such relation to each other that I 
ordered a suit from a fine firm of English tailors on the Avenue de 1'Opera and picked 
up the finished product on my next trip through town. It is a fine suit. It cost a few 
francs, but is heavy and is giving good setisfaction in every respect. I suppose when 
I get back to the States I shall have to sive up the Sam Browne belt, and I shall feel 
almost undressed without it for a while.'! had it off this morning and considered how 
I looked, and felt that it was most unmilitary. When I first put it on, on the other 
hand, it seemed like it was very much superfluous and I felt wery conspicuous in it, as 
if I had put on some part of a horse harness. It only shows how we can get used to most 
ant kind of dress. I think the chap who propsed that men should wear low collars or 
no collars had a good hunch. He said Wilson always worked without his collar. 1 would 
pe much in favor oi that scheme. sut there again we would run up against bunny, and we 
could never do that. | 

I am most comfortably situated, and barring my desire to get home, everything 
os all that could be desired. I am trying to be patient now, that. 1 lost Christmas. It 
does no good to stew in this army. 1 am learning that as the months go by. You are run 
like dolls on a string, and you might just as well get used to it and take your dose of 
flustrated plans and all the rest of it. 1 feel sure that sooner of later 1 will get 
lose and then they will have to catch me the next time. But 1 reckon 1 would go into 
it if the cause justizied it. 1 certainly amd glad that 1 came over. After all if the 
job had to be done, and it did, the only thing to do was to jump in and do it. I should 
never have had a comfortable moment over there this past summer, and over here + have 
no hardships that I recall of except being away from home, and one could not complain of 
that when a couple of million other men were in the same boat. his experience will fur- 
nish capital for stories ror all tne rest of my lite. 1 think there will be a lot of chaps 
now in the States who will be sorry all the rest of their lives that they did not get over 
heree Some of them perhaps could not get here, but then a lot did not try very hard. 
This Chaplain fellow from St.iiazaire told me that Dr. Vochran was up above this wom . 
in Savenay, which is not very far away. I hope I do not get to stay and work with hin, 
or with any one else for that :atter. | 

I saw by yeaterday's paper that Dr. Chapman had died in New York. That is too 
bad. Stevie I believ is with the army of occupation heading the religious work there, 
I hope he makes it go. Dr. Alexander is due for Brest after the first of the year. If 
I sot stuck here, I shall apply for transfer to the south end of the country. If I mst 
be here I would like to get down where I can take a look at a new part of this country 
and see what sort of a place Montaubon is, If I really get stuck for keeps as might 
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‘ 
possibly happen if this fool idea of keeping chaplains persists, I think you all better 
get Nyrihminster to give you.a sabbatical year and you come abroad and live near me. ‘ 
Brer Fox has a year coming and he’ and, Bunny would really enjoy it over here. It would 
ffeshen you both up and add ten years to your life. Fieldmouseface would not be averse 
to coming either I reckon. Down in southern France it is beautiful they tell me, and 
-I think, it well may be, 

But bhis horrible contingency, as . Bunny will behold it, we will not think of. 

We will hope and pray sincerely that ¢G.H.Q. will find themselves able to issue the 
necessary orders to send me on through with the troops. They will hear from me continuosl 
until I get some satisfaction. I have not yet had an answer to the two wires I have sent, 
but one ought to be forthcoming, and if it is not to my taste they will get some more 
from me. But I have a feeling that Bishop Brent still thinks favorably of me, and that ~ 
he will make a try to see me through. He invented a scheme which seems now to have been 
as good a one as there was, although it wes not so swift a method as I in my haste 
wented. Now if it will only carry through and not be upset by some new stunt. They 

change so often up there their whole plan of work that you have to move fast to keep 
ahead of some bum scheme they have hatching for the next week. 

Well, do not worry and keep cheerful. The war is over and I am not forced to be 
where there is anything more dangerous than oe is on the streets of Delhi. It is just 
@ question of time, and after a while D.V. I'll get there and we shall have a very good 
time. Brer Fox We Ua have to take’'a week, of, get some supply for the pulpit, probably me 
and.we will just celebrate. I do not want to do mich but just set with | Fieldmouseface 
on my lap and Bunny and Brer Fox in front of me. You can find out then how it happened tha 
Stewie stopped the war, chaces the Hun back to cover and did all the rest of things. 


The same performance will be going on in élmost every other home in the United States | 
from now one ety m 


